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which place my dear father intends to accom- 
pany me. The desire of my heart is that my 
mind may be preserved calm and quiet, and 
that if it be required of we to give any reasons 
for the objection [ feel to bearing arms, or by 
any means impeding the progress on earth of 
the peaceable kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, that | may speak in the fear of 
the Lord, so that the cause of truth may in no 
respect suffer through me. 

“© Lord, be pleased to go with me, and let 
thy holy presence encamp round about me, that 
I may indeed bear this testimony in a consistent 
manner, and to the exaltation of thy glorious 
cause, though in ever so small a degree.” 

His prayer was heard. The ordeal was safely 
passed through ; and a little later the following 
memorandum occurs :— 

“T appeared before the justices at the time 

appointed, found them civil and obliging, and 
was favored to keep in a good degree calm, and 
to feel the weight of the testimony I desire 
faithfu'ly to bear. The justices issued a war- 
rant of distraint, and by that took my father’s 
property ; although it did not at this season 
fall to my lot to suffer fur the cause, yet, with 
humility, [ may say that I felt resigned to 
whatever my good Lord and Master might ap- 
point.” : 
It is scarcely possible not to admire the spirit 
in which the young disciple stood faithful to his 
Lord. Meekly firm in his refusal to sanction, 
by active compliance with its requirements, a 
system identified with the warfare of the world, 
he had in effect deliberately adopted the position 
—‘*T ama Christian, and therefore I cannot 
fight.” 

About the same time he was made humbly 
bold in enlisting himself more decidedly under 
the banner of the Prince of Peace, who had 
‘chosen him to be a soldier” in the army of 
the Lamb, without the use of carnal weapons— 
of all war under the Christian dispensation. In| without the shedding of human blood. It was 
teference to this, he writes :— only a few weeks after the above occurrence that 

“7th mo. 31st.—Last week I was chosen by he first spoke in a mecting for Divine worship 
ballot to serve in the militia, and have received | as a minister of Christ. There was a beautiful 
4 summons to appear before the lieutenants and ' coincidence between the two events—his passive 













PUBLISHED WEEKLY, 
At No. 109 N. Tenth Street, Philadelphia, 
BY JOSEPH POTTS. 


Price, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE, Two dollars and Fifty cents per 
annum, or six copies for Twelve dollars. 

Quarterly postage on this paper, to be paid quarterly or yearly 
in advance, 5 cents. 





LIFE OF WILLIAM FORSTER. 
(Continued from page 51 ) 

Near the end of 1802 William Forster left 
Sheffield, and returned to Tottenham. His 
father had looked forward with comfort to his 
aid in conducting his business, and he did not 
disappoint his expectation. He entered with 
cheerfulness into the duties of his post, and 
gave satisfaction to those who availed them- 
selves of his professional services. 

The re-union with his beloved parents, and 
the interesting family and social circle in which 
he had been accustomed to move, greatly added 
to his enjoyment, and enlarged Yhe sphere of 
his usefulness in intellectual and philanthropic, 
as well as religious pursuits. With regard to 
the latter, his memoranda clearly shew that, 
though a much larger portion of his time was 
now occupied with business engagements, con- 
tinued watchfulness, a prayerful spirit and a 
searching self-scrutiny marked his Christian 
course. 

It will already have been inferred that Wil- 
liam Forster’s appreciation and cordial accept- 
ance of the religious views of Friends did not 
arise merely from educational or conventional 
influences, but was the result of careful exami- 
nation, and a deep conviction of their Scriptural 
soundness. A circumstance now arose, not un- 
common in those days, which put to the test his 
faithfulness in supporting the well-known testi- 
mony of the Society regarding the unlawfulness 























66 FRIENDS’ 


resistance to human exaction, and his faithful 
obedience to a Divine requiring. Each might 
be said to form an important crisis in his life, 
and we know not how far one might help to 
make way for the other. In both the thought- | 
ful observer will discover more real heroism 
than lies on the surface. ‘“ Perfect love casteth 
out fear ’’—the love of Christ triumphed over 
the fear of man. 

Though only a few months past the comple- 
tion of his nineteenth year, he had long been 
preparing for the work upon which he had now 
entered, and we hear of none who were disposed 
to ‘despise his youth.” His early offerings in 
the ministry are spoken of by those who heard 
him as sound and edifying, and as being remark- 
ably attended by the anointing and the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Yet he himself was sen- 
sitively alive to every little misstepping, alto- 
gether unnoticed as it might be by his friends, 
and carefully watched all the avenues of his 
heart with a godly jealousy, lest any unauthor- 
ised zeal should mar the work of the Lord. 
The following record exhibits his watchfulness 
in this respect, and the humility and tenderness 
of his prayerful spirit :-— 

“ Oth mo. 14th —O Lord, if I have done evil 
in thy sight, if I have this day too hastily 
called upon thy holy name, and offered a sacri- 
fice which Thou hadst not prepared, be pleased 
to pardon me ; consider my inexperience in the 
work to which I believe Thou hast called and 
art still calling me. Favor me once more with 
the enriching blessing of thy life-giving pres- 
ence, and enable me again to acknowledge that 
thy mercies and thy judgments are my chiefest 
consolation.” 

Whilst he deeply felt his own infirmities and 
unworthiness, he had a high sense of the sacred- 
ness of the office of a minister of the Gospel; 
and, as he had not lightly assumed its functions, 
he was enabled to exercise them with safety to 
himself, and much to the comfort of his friends. 
A few of his own remarks will enable the read- 
er to form some idea of the tone of his feelings 
at this interesting period :— 

“ 1803. 11th mo. 6th.—I was at Winchmore- 
hill meeting ; and, although it was small, yet I 
hope it was a favored time. I felt engaged to 
revive that Scripture invitation in Isaiah, 
“‘Come ye, and let us go up tothe mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and He 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths.” Soon after, under some feeling of 
the awfulness and solemnity of the service, I 
engaged in public prayer. In these little acts 
of obedience, I found sweet peace. 

“13th.—Favored to attend both meetings to- 
day. In the former, after a season of conflict, 
light arose, and with an apprehension of duty 
to express a few words; but not being willing 
to bear my dear Master’s cross, I came away 
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engaged publicly to supplicate at the throne of 
grace ; and as I gave up to the opening of the 
heavenly vision, I found sweet peace, and may 
with some degree of humility say that best help 
was near. 

When my mind is more than usually en- 
larged in love towards my fellow-creatures, then 
I am in some degree led to consider how many 
there are who remain in ignorance and dark- 
ness, and in a very great degree estranged from 
the joys of religion: among which class may 
be ranked our brethren who are groaning in 
slavery on the other side of the Atlantic. And] 
am firm in the belief that the day is approach. 
ing when their cause will come to the throne of 
Divine justice with availing authority. 0! 
may that day be nearer than many imagine. 
These gloomy subjects may be dwelt upon too 
long. I desire not to make them too much a 
matter of conversation, or forced reflection, but 
believe as my mind comes increasingly under 
the influence of the mild and benevolent spirit 
of the Gospel, these things will work their own 
way. May I stand disposed with a ready mind 
and humble heart to follow the dictates of cool 
and considerate conviction !’’ 

Public affairs were again assuming a very 
serious aspect. The peace of Amiens had 
proved to be only a kind of armed truce. Bona- 
parte had caused himself to be prceclaimed 
First Consul. New difficulties had arisen be- 
tween the European powers, and negotiations 
having failed to effect an adjustment, war had 
been again declared. It is to this that allusion 
is made in the following extract from a letter 
to his American friend, who, having finished 
his religious engagements in England, had re- 
turned to his native land. 


To gga ScATTERGOOD. 


“11th mo. 21st.—lI can testify that we indeed 
serve a gracious Master, who richly rewards all 
those who in simplicity give up to his requirings ; 
and as we are concerned to abide under his 
teaching, He will indeed open a way where we 
can see no way. Surely he is worthy to be con- 
fided in now and for ever. 

Of course thou art informed that the scourge 
of war is again permitted to visit this land. 
The steps that Government have taken in ex- 
empting our Society from any active share in 
the general plan of arming the nation, without 
our suffering either personally or by fine, does 
indeed demand our gratitude. It ought to en- 
gage us still more nobly to fight our spiritual 
warfare with those weapons wherewith we may 
be entrusted, and to maintain an allegiance firm 
to the King of kings.* Your calamitous state 


* Instead of subjecting Friends to fine or impris- 
onment in consequence of their conscientious refusal 
to comply with the present military requisitions, the 
Legislature, dispensing with their personal service, 


burthened. In the afternoon I found myself| devised the means of their incurring a forfeiture of 
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in being again visited by the yellow fever, has 
raised sympathy, I trust, in many minds on 
this side of the water. But He who never 
visits his children for nought is, I believe, 
waiting to sanctify the dispensation. But, ah! 
how many are they who will not receive Him 


and on my return home was at two meetings in 
Essex. A retrospective view of this little 
journey affords me a degree of quietness and 
peace, which, as well as the preservation 


granted me, ought to clothe my mind with grat- 
itude and deep humility. 


in the way of his coming, and thus frustrate 
his gracious design. For He does not afflict for 
nought, neither does he willingly grieve the 
children of men. 

“1805. 5th mo. 2d.—It is a nice matter, or 
at least so it has appeared to me, to follow busi- 
ness so that it shall neither occupy too much 
nor too little of our attention. To pursue it 
with too much indifference is the way to con- 
tract idle habits, which not only injure the 
mind but enervate the body. On the other 
hand, to follow it with avidity, as though our 
whole comfort, both in this life and that which 
will ensue, depended on the greatness of our 
temporal acquisitions, leads to many evils. It 
seems to fetter the mind to the earth, contracts 
our ideas as well as our hearts, and I believe 
tends greatly to impede the most important 


duty of this life, that of a preparation for 
another. 






















“To Isaac CREWDSON. 


“1805. 6th mo. 26th.—In my last I men- 
tioned to thee that my mind was exercised with 
the prospect of attending a distant Quarterly 
Meeting. I have been strengthened to carry it 
into effect; and was at the Quarterly Meeting 
for Suffolk, held at Ipswich, yesterday week, 

















property equal to the supposed disadvantage to the 
state, in such a manner as to render them only pas- 
sively liable, by simply empowering the Deputy- 
Lieutenants “ to provide a substitute for any Quaker 
balloted under the Act,” at @ fixed charge of £20, 
and to “levy such sum” on the goods of such per- 
son. 

It is interesting to mark the progress of more en- 
lightened views during a period of more than a cen- 
tury and a half, in the relief which has gradually 
been granted by the Legislature of this country to 
the Society of Friends, by the removal or alleviation 
of the peculiar trials and difficulties arising from 
their conscientious scruples. Copies of “ certain 
clauses affecting the Society, in the Military Act 
passed in 1803,” were accompanied by the following 
brief address :— 

“The Meeting for Sufferings, in sending forward 
these extracts and this information, thinks it right 
to advert to the lenity which on this occasion, as well 
as on former ones, has been shown to the Society by 
the Legislature. It is a powerful call on us to con- 
tinue vigilant in conducting ourselves as dutiful and 
peaceable subjects ; and it is necessary to give great 
heed that our scruples may be, and appear to be, 
the consequence of a sense of religious duty. In 
this view it highly behoves us to take care that our 
whole conduct be such as becometh the Gospel. 
This will tend to support tbe mind in difficulty, and 
awaken thankfulness to the Almighty for the benefits 
we receive, and also gratitude to those by whose 
means they are conferred.”—See “ Digest of the 




























Friends ;” by Joseph Davis. Second Editioa. 








Legislative Enactments relating to the Society of 


[ am at times, and that through mercy, 
favored to feel that every gift, whether natural 


or spiritual, is a talent received from a bounti- 


ful God ; and if He condescends to bless the 


exercise thereof, how does it become the instru- 


ment to lie low and confess the greatness of his 
power! And if He grant the evidence, that, 
though unprofitable servants, we have done his 
will, this would excite not only a prayer for 
fnture preservation, but a fearfulness of being 


elated through the vain idea that we have done 
something for the cause of Truth. Of all the 
evils that are subject to degrade and debase hu- 


manity, this of spiritual pride has appeared to 
me the most disgusting; and though in order to 
be preserved from it, it is, I believe, necessary 
that we pass through a diversity of baptisms, 
yet, trying as these dispensations may be, if 
their tendency be a true Christian humility, 
they will be ultimately blessed.” 

‘Taking into account the youth of the writer, 
it is difficult to avoid being struck with the 
amount of practical wisdom, as well as piety, 
which is here brought out in his simple, open- 
hearted correspondence with one or two of his 
intimate friends. There is no appearance of 
impulsiveness, no spasmodic effort ; neither un- 
meaning mysticism nor ill-regulated enthusiasm 
is discoverable. A calm, healthy, persistent 
aim, faithfully to carry out in life and conversa- 


tion the great “principles of the doctrine of 


Christ,” characterises much that is here re- 
corded. The Christian believer will not fail to 
recognise in all this, especially in connection 
with William Forster’s early ministry, a satis- 
factory evidence that it was “the Lord’s 
doing ;” that it was indeed the “ Spirit” who 
had ‘ quickened ” his soul and enlightened his 
understanding, uniting him by faith to Christ, 
in whom “ all fulness dwells.” 

(To be continued.) 


——_—_-~er 


We should never have felt Christ’s tender 
heart, if we had not felt ourselves “ weary and 
heavy laden, hungry and thirsty, poor and con- 
trite.’ And then what comfort mayest thou 
have in prayer whea thou canst say, “ Our 
Father,” in full assurance. What sweet 
thoughts wilt thou have of God. How sweet 
will be the promises, when thou art sure they 
are thine own. How lively will it make thee in 
the work of the Lord, and bow profitable to all 
around thee. What vigor will it infuse into all 
thy graces and affections. All these sweet ef- 
fects of assurance would make thy life a heaven 
upon earth.—Bazter. 
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The “Old Banner Essays.” 
THE CHRISTIAN’S HERITAGE. 
(Continued from page 54.) 

It would be impossible within the compass 
of this essay, adequately to set forth those vari 
ous figures in the New Testament, under which 
this marvellous union between the believer and 
his Lord is described. As the vine and its 
branches, as the body and its members, as 
brethren and co-heirs, as the good shepherd 
feeding and caring for his flock, so is the rela- 
tion of Christ and his redeemed ones. “ He 
calleth his own sheep by name and leadeth 
them out; and when he putteth forth his own 
sheep, he gocth before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice.” [John x.] 

Neither is this life-imparting presence and 
guidance to be for a season only, or on periodi- 
eal occasions. “ Abiding” signifies a perma- 
nent tarriance ; and the prayer of the apostle 
for the faithful in Christ Jesus was “‘ that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith. . . that 
ye may be filled with all the fulness of God. 
[ Eph: iii.] 

It is therefore an incumbent duty upon all 
Christians faithfully to watch, that neither man 
nor man’s contrivances shall in any shape inter- 
vene, to check this direct communion of each 
member of the body with Christ the living 
Head ; that no wresting of words, nor toning 
down of meaning, shall eclipse from the view of 
the poorest or most isolated disciple, that in- 
dwelling of the Comforter, which is our hope, 
and joy, and crown of rejoicing ; that no false 
theology shall dim the presence of that Spirit 
of Truth within each soul, whom (saith Christ), 
“the world cannot receive,”’ but which “ dwell- 
eth with you and shall be in you.” [John xiv. 
17.) 

But it may be asserted that these glorious 
promises applied only to the apostles, and not 
unto all men. As if in anticipation of a doubt 
so natural to the humble, faint-hearted believer 
of after ages, we find recorded those precious 
words of Jesus, [John xvii.] ‘“ Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word. As thou 
Father art in me and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us.” In testimony that this 
wondrous union ceases not, though Christ now 
reigns on high, and we still dwell upon earth, 
we are told [Rev. iii.] that John saw one like 
unto the Son of man, Him that liveth and was 
dead, who thus spake from heaven, “ Behold I 
stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear 
my voice and open the door, I will come in and 
sup with him and he with me.” That this 
promise is from Jesus Christ Himself is further 
proved by the succeeding words, which are 
equally persoval in their application : “ To him 
that overcometh, will I grant to sit on my 
throne, even as | also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father on histhrone.” Neither 
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can it be maintained that these promises relate 
mainly unto Christian churches, and not to in- 
dividuals. They are distinctly the heritage of 
the individual disciple. Whether from heaven 
or from earth, the same personal language is 
made use cf. “To him that overcometh,” is in 
perfect accordance with that other precious de- 
claration,—“ By me, if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved.’’ Like as Christ’s words from 
above, “‘ If any man hear my voice I will come 
in and sup with him,” so also were his words 
on earth. ‘“ [f aman love me he will keep my 
words ; and we will come unto Aim and make 
our abode with him.” Once on earth Jesus 
stood and cried saying, “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink.” Now from 
heaven He extends the same gracious and par- 
ticular invitati.n, * Let him that is athirst 
come: and whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.” [Rev. xxiti. 17.] 

We might largely multiply quotations on this 
glorious theme ; but the reader can confirm for 
himself from the page of the New Testament 
all that we have asserted. That which we 


here desire specially to enforce, is, firstly, the 
perpetual presence of Christ in the soul of be- 
lievers, and that now as formerly He can man- 
ifest Himself unto them and not unto the world ; 
and secondly, that since “no man cometh unto 
the Father but by Him,” the only mode now 


whereby man can draw nigh unto and hold 
communion with God, is through the spirit of 
His Son, who of God is made unto us not only 
redemption, but also wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification. 

And now before passing on to the mens 
whereby this kingdom of Christ within us may 
be advanced, let us glance at some of the modes 
by which it is impaired. 

Ist. Can this abiding in Christ possibly be 
enforced on the heathen by phy-ical coercion, 
or can it be created in unbelievers by any com- 
pulsory national creed ? If no power, military 
or magisterial, can so much as change the cur- 
rent of feeling towards our fellows, is it not pre- 
posterous to suppose, that it could alter a man’s 
heart towards the Almighty? The utmost that 
outward force can effect, is to obtain outward 
conformity, either by patronage or by persecu- 
tion; but with those to whom Christ is precious, 
human bribes or penalties are alike needless; 
whilst for such as love Him not, all compulsory 
services must be counterfeit, and an abomina- 
tion in the sight of God. 

2d. In most Church systems, highly valua- 
ble as they are in their right place, there is 
danger lest we should be led away from the 
simple Scriptural basis, “ If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ he is none of His,” and re- 
ly unduly on a diligent observance of outward 
services and rituals, and a strict conformity with 
the outward law; on a change of actions in- 
stead ofa change of heart. Most fully do we be- 
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lieve in one Holy Catholic Church on earth, com- perform for us certain religious acts better than 
posed of all of every kindred, clime, and people, we ourselves can; and we are prone to look 
who have known their sins to be “ forgiven for | upon these as men whose religious intercessions 
His name’s sake ;” but the Old Banner of the/| we dare not forego. ‘The only safety, the only 
Friends has ever protested against the Church | firm bulwark for Christian believers is, whilst 
being made our foundation instead of Christ.| denying the necessity for any human medium 
We know well that (as with the brazen serpent| or priestly intervention between God and our 
in the day of Hezekiah) a divinely ordained | own souls, to fall back upon the words of Christ 
thing may be put to a wrong use, and become} Himself, ‘I am the door. By me if any man 
a barrier instead of a help. Such will assured- | enter in, he shall go in and out and find pas- 
ly be the case with us, if we idolize any Church/ture.” Assuredly neither apostle, prophet, 
as the one ark of salvation, or regard its priests, | priest nor saint is essential unto the soul of 
its ordinances, or its services, as the funda-| any man finding pasture. ‘I am the bread of 
mental means through which we may draw nigh! life. He that cometh to me shall never hun- 
unto God. We must become members of Christ| ger, and he that believeth on me shall never 
himself, not simply members of a Church ; and] thirst.” 
no enrolment within a certain pale, no selfim-| Another evil arising out of this distinction 
posed or Church-imposed acts or ordinances, | is, the notion that one class of men is required 
can redeem us unto God, or in any way effectu-| to be holier and more circumspect in life and 


afar off are made nigh, not by Church enrol 
ment or devotional acts, but “ by the blood of 
Christ: for He is our peace.’’ We need to become 
simple converts to Christianity far more than 
rigid upholders of “* Churchianity.” 

When, therefore, we see around us the super- 
structure overshadowing the foundation ; when 
reverential love for the lesser which is built up, 
leads men to neglect the greater whereon it 
stands; when the church idea becomes greater 
as a motive power than the Gospel idea; when 
the bonds of the spirit of ecclesiasticism super- 
sede in men the bonds of the Spirit of Christ, 
it behoves us afresh, and earnestly, to lay bare 
the true corner-stone, elect and precious, where- 
on believers may firmly stand, even though 
Churches fall away. In the words of a modern 
writer, “‘ Never let any vision of Church unity 
come between our souls and our Saviour. Be- 
ware of dallying, even for an hour, with the idea 
which your own experience contradicts, that 
one particular form of ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion, or one historical line of episcopal success- 
ion, can be necessary to enable Christ to speak 
to your souls by his Spirit. The question for 
the believing Christian is not, ‘Can I be saved 
in this Church, or out of that?’ but, being 
saved through Christ, having been brought into 
living, personal union with Him, how can I 
best live unto his glory?” The Church is not 
the vehicle of salvation, but is ordained as the 


of religious persons apart, we wake two stand- 
ards for the Christian life, and encourage laymen 
to screen themselves under the fallacious plea, 
that they may be excused for coming short of 
that purity which the Gospel requires of the cler- 
gy. Where in the New Testament can authority 
be found for this Protestant indulgence? It was 
to the multitude, and not to the disciples only, 
that our Lord said, [Matt. v. 48,] “ Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father in hea- 
ven is perfect.” The same apostle who writes 
that a bishop must be blameless, also exhorts 
all the believers at Philippi that they “ may 
be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke.” ° Whilst fully recognizing 
different callings and services in the Church, 
we entirely reject the post-apostolic theory of 
different degrees of righteousness, according to 
worldly occupation, or different standards of 
holiness for different classes of hristians 

4th. Space forbids our entering upon the sub- 
ject of public congregational prayer ; but has not 
great loss been sustained in private prayer, by 
substituting the compositions of others for our 
own broken yet heart-felt utterances? Accepting 
the written aspirations and emotions of other 
men, and striving to bring our own souls into 
their words, is surely less scriptural and less 
natural, than permitting our own personal sense 
of need to be the prompter of our untutored lips, 
even though we reach little beyond that of the 
publisher of glad tidings, and as the means] poor publican, “God be merciful unto me a 
whereby the redeemed may most effectually|sinner.’”’ Beautiful and refined as many of 


serve and magnify their Lord, and rejoice to e compositions are, they will lack individu- 


| 
ally avail us as a foundation. They who were| conversation than another. By placing a body 


gether in his presence. ality, and (like the Psalms of David) are more 
“Our little systems have their day— fitted for sacred meditation than for viva voce 
They have their day—then cease to be ; direct utterance by us unto the Most High. 
They are but broken light of Thee, Taking that earthly analogy of parent and son 
And thou, O Lord, art more than they. by which the filial relationship of the soul of 
man to its Maker is so often typified in the 
New Testament, how should we regard a child 
who, fearing its own heartfelt, unlettered appeals 
to its father would be despised or unheard, should 


_ 3d. The unscriptural division of believers 
into clergy and laity, and the creation of a 
special order of priesthood, have fostered the 
idea that, under the new covenant, others can 
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either select another to plead for him, or repeat 
or read written supplications composed by 
others, and embracing all that he ought to feel 
or say? Surely his own simple yet unpolished 
prayers would be more acceptable, and better 
adapted to convey his real wants, than the 
choicest phrases of another. The efficacy of 
prayer depends not upon its being offered in 
certain words, or by another person for us, but 
upon our own souls being quickened by that 
Spirit who ern teach the very least and poorest 
of his children how to pray, and what to pray 
for. ‘ We know not (says the apostle Paul) 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it- 
self maketh intercession for us with groanings | 
which cannot be uttered.” To put formal | 
words into the lips of the impenitent or irre- 
ligious, is as fruitless as to shape the fervent 
breathings of a renewed heart to another man’s 
framework is needless. What if we say that 
whilst the former can only be a mockery before 
God, the latter, if relied upon, becomes a griev- 
ous bondage by superseding those life- producing 
breathings of the soul which expand by exercise. 


(To be continued.) 


eemnesetltlietene 
THE LONDON YEARLY MEETING’S 
L865. 

The Cork Daily Reporter of the 7th ult. 
says :— We would strongly recommend our 
readers of every class and creed to calmly 
peruse the address of the Society of Friends or 
Quakers, issued by them at their Yearly Meet- 
ing held in London, and which we publish in 
this day’s paper. We feel that the spirit in 
which it is conceived might well be imitated 
by all professing Christians, in the absence 
from it of anything that would in the remotest 
degree offeud the religious or moral sense of 
any portion of the community ; and it contrasts 
strongly in this respect with the belligerent 
fulminations that we daily read—set forth in 
the name of religion, by the professors of va 
rious creeds, whose only tendencies are to in- 
flame men’s minds, and to keep them asunder 
from the interchange of those kindly offices to 
each other—the tendencies to which nature 
has soimplanted in their bosoms. The Epistle 
of the Friends, primitive in its style as the 
body by whom it is circulated, is yet truly elo- 
quent in its warm appeal to its members to 
“keep within the limits of a tender and en- 
lightened conscience;” while the scripture 
texts quoted are so judiciously given as to im- 
part more of the tone and feeling of the advice of 
a parent than the stern ukase form that religious 
mandates generally assume. What we admire 
most in the production is the total absence of 
cant, or reference to any other religious denom- 
ination beyond a loving, hopeful feeling for all. 
In again recommending the address for perusal, 
we would strongly urge that the spirit of peace 
and good-will it is so replete with, should enter 
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into and animate more fully the observances of 
all other sects of Christians.” 

[The paper above quoted we have been in- 
formed is in the Roman Catholic interest, one 
of that persuasion being editor, who has cer- 
tainly displayed a truly catholic and charitable 
spirit.—Ep. British Friend ] 
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ISAAC ROBSON’S NARRATIVE OF HIS VISIT TO 
ITALY. 

In pursuance of the prospect of religious ser- 
vice fur which I was liberated by the last Year- 
ly Meeting of Ministers and Elders, I left Lon- 
don on the 17th of Eighth month last, [1864] 
accompanied by my dear friend Charles Fox, of 
Falmouth. We reached Paris the next morn- 
ing ; and, having previously written to W. A. 
Cousens, of Reuil, who is much attached to 
the principles of Friends, he came to the Hotel 
Chatham, to meet us. We had some satisfac- 
tory religious intercourse with him, and left 
with him a supply of books and tracts. His 
solitary allotment excited our sympathy. 

‘lhe day following we proceeded direct to 
Lyons, and thence on Seventh-day to Nismes, 
where we attended the little First-day morning 
meeting of Friends; several others being also 
present. In the afternoon we went over to St. 
Gilles and attended the meeting there, consist- 
ing of a small but interesting company. Pro- 
ceeding to Congenies, our truly kind hostess, 
Lydia Majolier, accompanied us to St. Hippolyte 
and Fontanés. At the former place we had a 
meeting with a few serious persons, who were 
invited to the house of a friend; and at the 
latter, where several families of Friends reside, 
the number attending was increased by the 
presence of several of their neighbors. On our 
return to Congenies, we called on most of those 
connected with Friends in the village, and on 
First-day attended their meetings for worship, 
and the two months meeting. At the latter 
there was little business beyond the reading of 
the answers to the queries, which bad been pre- 
pared in the spring, and, at the conclusion, the 
epistle from our last Yearly Meeting. It was com- 
forting to believe that, notwithstanding the re- 
duced condition of most of these meetings, there 
are, in each of them, indications of spirtual life. 

We left Congenies on the 29th, and proceed- 
ed to Pialoux, east of Valence, to visit our 
friend Bertho Combe and family, by whom we 
were cordially welcomed ; and, after a refresh- 
ing visit, we returned the following morning to 
Valeace, where we were joined by our friend 
Jules Paradon of Nismes. We then crossed 
the hills to Anonay, where several serious per 
sons were collected at the house of the only 
family of Friends resident there, with whom 
we had a satisfactory meeting. We afterwards 
went to St. Etienne, where the only Friends 
were a sick woman and her son, with whom we 
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had some sweet religious intercourse to our 
mutual refreshment. 

The visit to these and other dear friends in 
the south of France, isolated as some of them 
are, and altogether reduced in numbers, called 
forth our lively sympathy on their account ; 
and we could not but desire that the nurturing 
care which has been extended towards them by 
Friends in this country may be in no wise 
lessened, but rather more vigilantly exercised. 
As professors of what we assuredly believe to 
be the truth, in the midst of much spiritual 
darkness, their position, few and scattered as 
they are, is an important one; and it is very 
desirable that they be encouraged to hold up the 
standard in its purity and integrity. 

On our way from hence towards Italy, we 
staid one night at Chambery, and had a relig- 
ious interview with two young men (near rela- 
tives of our friends at Fontanés) in the employ- 
ment of the Government as engineers, to whom 
the visit appeared very acceptable. 

Crossing Mount Cenis we arrived at Turin 
on the Ist of Ninth month, and saw some of 
the Vaudois ministers. The following day we 
went forward to La Tour, where, as at Turin, 
we were very kindly welcomed by the pastor and 
professors ; and the way was readily made for 
our having meetings in several of the places of 
worship in these interesting Vaudois valleys. 
It was comforting to find that the very favor- 
able impression respecting our Society which 
had been left by the visits of our friends at 
different times, still remains; and especially 
that of our beloved friend Wm. Forster, whose 
abundant and fruitful labors there are held in 
such affectionate remembrance, thaf the knowl- 
edge that we belonged to the same Society 
was sufficient to open our way among them. In 
these valleys we had eight meetings, viz., at 
Coppiers (La Tour), St. Jean, Prarustan, An- 
grogna, Bobi, Villar, St. Germans and Poma- 
ret, besides one at Pignerol, near the entrance 
to the valleys. We had also a-meeting with 
the patients in the hospital at La Tour, and vis- 
ited most of the schools there, including one 
for destitute girls, under the care of M. d’Es- 
pigne, and the orphanage established at the 
suggestion, and with the kind assistance of Wm. 
Forster. All of these institutions appeared to 
be in an efficient state, and well deserving of 
support. 

In this part of our journey we were still ac- 
companied by our friend Jules Paradon, who 
kindly acted as interpreter in the valleys, and 
who, from his knowledge of the localities, and 
of many of the pastors, acquired during his la- 
bors there, in assisting Wm. Forster, was pecu- 
liarly helpful to us. 

Returning to Turin, from whence Jules Para- 
don went home, we found that those who were 
likely to aid us were in the country. We, 
therefore, went direct to Genoa. Here we 
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were interested in attending a meeting of the 
Brethren, who assemble together almost every 
evening for the perusal of the Scriptures and 
for mutual edification. After the distribution 
of books and tracts among them and making 
some calls, we left Genoa by the packet for Leg- 
horn, hoping on our return to have the aid of 
an efficient interpreter, which was not then to 
be obtained. At Leghorn, procuring the kind 
| assistance, as interpreter, of a young man who 
teaches English, we attended a considerable 
meeting in the Vaudois place of worship, and 
ability was afforded to address the company in 
a way which met a cordial response. From 
thence we went to Florence, stopping on our 
way at Pisa, where we called on some converts 
from Romanism, with whom we left some tracts, 
hoping to have a meeting with them on our re- 
turn. At Florence, we called first on J. R. 
M’ Dougal, the minister of the Scotch Kirk, who 
kindly and heartily entered into the object of 
our visit, and gave us all the assistance in his 
power, introducing gus to the pastors of the 
| three congregatiors of converts and to other in- 
fluential individuals. The way was readily 
made for attending the meeting connected with 
the Vaudois, and also with that which is called 
the Free Church. The place of worship con- 
nected with one section of the “ Brethrep ” 
being under repair, no opportunity of a meet- 
ing with that body occurred. I. R. also 
believed it his duty to attend the Scotch 
Kirk, where an opportunity was kindly af- 
forded him to express that which rested on his 
mind. Atall these meetings there appeared to 
be great openness to receive the message, which 
was accepted with expressions of thankfulness. 
Visits to the schools, to the Jarge prison, the 
distribution of books and tracts, and frequent 
interesting intercourse with leading members 
of different religious bodies not connected with 
Rome, occupied a large portion of the time spent 
in Florence. 

Leaving that city, we went to Lucca and at- 
tended a meeting there with an interesting 
little company of working-men; their Vaudois 
pastor interpreting ; and at the conclusion, they 
requested him to express their thankfulness for 
the visit, and that they hoped what had been 
said would be long remembortd. We then re- 
turned to Pisa, and were at a meeting there, 
when the same pastor again acted ably as in- 
terpreter. The following evening we had a 
meeting with the ‘‘ Brethren” there—one of the 
congregation, Dr. Giglioli, interpreting ; and, at 
the conclusion, the pastor at considerable length 
expressed his concurrence with what had been 
spoken amongst them. 

We next proceeded to Carrara. Here we 
found a large company of persons, employed 
chiefly in the marble works, who had been gath- 
ered together a few months before, with whom 
we had a very interesting and favored meeting. 
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either select another to plead for him, or repeat 
or read written supplications composed by 
others, and embracing all that he ought to feel 
or say? Surely his own simple yet unpolished 
prayers would be more acceptable, and better 
adapted to convey his real wants, than the 
choicest phrases of another. The efficacy of 
prayer depends not upon its being offered in 
certain words, or by another person for us, but 
upon our own souls being quickened by that 
Spirit who ern teach the very least and poorest 
of his children how to pray, and what to pray 
for. ‘ We know not (says the apostle Paul) 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it- 
self maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.” To put formal | 
words into the lips of the impenitent or irre- 
ligious, is as fruitless as to shape the fervent 
breathings of a renewed heart to another man’s 
framework is needless. What if we say that 
whilst the former can only be a mockery before 
God, the latter, if relied upon, becomes a griev- 
ous bondage by superseding those life- producing 
breathings of the soul which expand by exercise. 


(To be continued.) 


——__-+-~er —- 


THE LONDON YEARLY MEETING’S 
1865. 

The Cork Daily Reporter of the 7th ult. 
says:— We would strongly recommend our 
readers of every class and creed to calmly 
peruse the address of the Society of Friends or 
Quakers, issued by them at their Yearly Meet- 
ing held in London, and which we publish in 
this day’s paper. We feel that the spirit in| 
which it is conceived might well be imitated 
by all professing Christians, in the absence 
from it of anything that would in the remotest 
degree offeud the religious or moral sense of 
any portion of the community ; and it contrasts 
strongly in this respect with the belligerent 
fulminations that we daily read—set forth in 
the name of religion, by the professors of va 
rious creeds, whose only tendencies are to in- 
flame men’s minds, and to keep them asunder 
from the interchange of those kindly offices to 
each other—the tendencies to which nature 
has soimplanted in their bosoms. The Epistle 
of the Friends, primitive in its style as the 
body by whom it is circulated, is yet truly elo- 
quent in its warm appeal to its members to 
“keep within the limits of a tender and en- 
lightened conscience; while the scripture 
texts quoted are so judiciously given as to im- 
part more of the tone and feeling of the advice of 
a parent than the stern ukase form that religious 
mandates generally assume. What we admire 
most in the production is the total absence of 
cant, or reference to any other religious denom- 
ination beyond a loving, hopeful feeling for all. 
In again recommending the address for perusal, 
we would strongly urge that the spirit of peace 
and good-will it is so replete with, should enter 
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into and animate more fully the observances of 
all other sects of Christians.’’ 

[The paper above quoted we have been in- 
formed is in the Roman Catholic interest, one 
of that persuasion being editor, who has cer- 
tainly displayed a truly catholic and charitable 
spirit.—Ep. British Friend ] 
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ISAAC ROBSON’S NARRATIVE OF HIS VISIT TO 
ITALY. 


In pursuance of the prospect of religious ser- 
vice fur which I was liberated by the last Year- 
ly Meeting of Ministers and Elders, I left Lon- 
don on the 17th of Eighth month last, [1864] 
accompanied by my dear friend Charles Fox, of 
Falmouth. We reached Paris the next morn- 
ing ; and, having previously written to W. A. 
Cousens, of Reuil, who is much attached to 
the principles of Friends, he came to the Hotel 
Chatham, to meet us. We had some satisfac- 
tory religious intercourse with him, and left 
with him a supply of books and tracts. His 
solitary allotment excited our sympathy. 

‘lhe day following we proceeded direct to 
Lyons, and thence on Seventh-day to Nismes, 
where we attended the little First-day morning 
meeting of Friends; several others being also 
present. In the afternoon we went over to St. 
Gilles and attended the meeting there, consist- 
ing of a small but interesting company. Pro- 
ceeding to Congenies, our truly kind hostess, 
Lydia Majolier, accompanied us to St. Hippolyte 
and Pontanés. At the former place we had 
meeting with a few serious persons, who were 
invited to the house of a friend; and at the 
latter, where several families of Friends reside, 
the number attending was increased by the 
presence of several of their neighhors. On our 
return to Congenies, we called on most of those 
connected with Friends in the village, and on 
First-day attended their meetings for worship, 
and the two months meeting. At the latter 
there was little business beyond the reading of 
the answers to the queries, which bad been pre- 
pared in the spring, and, at the conclusion, the 
epistle from our last Yearly Meeting. It was com- 
forting to believe that, notwithstanding the re- 
duced condition of most of these meetings, there 
are, in each of them, indications of spirtual life. 

We left Congenies on the 29th, and proceed- 
ed to Pialoux, east of Valence, to visit our 
friend Bertho Combe and family, by whom we 
were cordially welcomed ; and, after a refresh- 
ing visit, we returned the following morning to 
Valence, where we were joined by our friend 
Jules Paradon of Nismes. We then crossed 
the hills to Anonay, where several serious per 
sons were collected at the house of the only 
family of Friends resident there, with whom 
we had a satisfactory meeting. We afterwards 
went to St. Etienne, where the only Friends 
were a sick woman and her son, with whom we 
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had some sweet religious intercourse to our 
mutual refreshment. 

The visit to these and other dear friends in 
the south of France, isolated as some of them 
are, and altogether reduced in numbers, called 
forth our lively sympathy on their account ; 
and we could not but desire that the nurturing 
care which has been extended towards them by 
Friends in this country may be in no wise 
lessened, but rather more vigilantly exercised. 
As professors of what we assuredly believe to 
be the truth, in the midst of much spiritual 
darkness, their position, few and scattered as 
they are, is an important one; and it is ver 
desirable that they be encouraged to hold up the 
standard in its purity and integrity. 

On our way from hence towards Italy, we 
staid one night at Chambery, and had a relig- 
ious interview with two young men (near rela- 
tives of our friends at Fontanés) in the employ- 
ment of the Government as engineers, to whom 
the visit appeared very acceptable. 

Crossing Mount Cenis we arrived at Turin 


on the Ist of Ninth month, and saw some of| 


the Vaudois ministers. The following day we 
went forward to La Tour, where, as at Turin, 
we were very kindly welcomed by the pastor and 
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were interested in attending a meeting of the 
Brethren, who assemble together almost every 
evening for the perusal of the Scriptures and 
for mutual edification. After the distribution 
of books and tracts among them and making 
some calls, we left Genoa by the packet for Leg- 
horn, hoping on our return to have the aid of 
an efficient interpreter, which was not then to 
be obtained. At Leghorn, procuring the kind 
assistance, as interpreter, of a young man who 
teaches English, we attended a considerable 
meeting in the Vaudois place of worship, and 
ability was afforded to address the company in 
a way which met a cordial response. From 
thence we went to Florence, stopping on our 
way at Pisa, where we called on some converts 
from Romanism, with whom we left some tracts, 
hoping to have a meeting with them on our re- 
turn. At Florence, we called first on J. R. 
M’ Dougal, the minister of the Scotch Kirk, who 
kindly and heartily entered into the object of 
our visit, and gave us all the assistance in his 
power, introducing gus to the pastors of the 
three congregatiors of converts and to other in- 
fluential individuals. The way was readily 
made for attending the meeting connected with 
the Vaudois, and also with that which is called 


professors ; and the way was readily made for|the Free Church. The place of worship con- 


our having meetings in several of the places of 
worship in these interesting Vaudois valleys. 
It was comforting to find that the very favor- 
able impression respecting our Society which 
had been left by the visits of our friends at 
different times, still remains; and especially 
that of our beloved friend Wm. Forster, whose 
abundant and fruitful labors there are held in 
such affectionate remembrance, thaf the knowl- 
edge that we belonged to the same Society 
was sufficient to open our way among them. In 
these valleys we had eight meetings, viz., at 
Coppiers (La Tour), St. Jean, Prarustan, An- 
grogna, Bobi, Villar, St. Germans and Poma- 
ret, besides one at Pignerol, near the entrance 
to the valleys. We had also a.meeting with 
the patients in the hospital at La Tour, and vis- 
ited most of the schools there, including one 
for destitute girls, under the care of M. d’Es- 
pigne, and the orphanage established at the 
suggestion, and with the kind assistance of Wm. 
Forster. All of these institutions appeared to 
be in an efficient state, and well deserving of 
support. 

In this part of our journey we were still ac- 
companied by our friend Jules Paradon, who 
kindly acted as interpreter in the valleys, and 
who, from his knowledge of the localities, and 
of many of the pastors, acquired during his la- 
bors there, in assisting Wm. Forster, was pecu- 
liarly helpful to us. 

Returning to Turin, from whence Jules Para- 
don went home, we found that those who were 
likely to aid us were in the country. We, 
therefore, went direct to Genoa. Here we 


nected with one section of the “ Brethren ” 
being under repair, no opportunity of a meet- 
ing with that body occurred. I. R. also 
believed it his duty to attend the Scotch 
Kirk, where an opportunity was kindly af- 
forded him to express that which rested on his 
mind. Atall these meetings there appeared to 
be great openness to receive the message, which 
was accepted with expressions of thankfulness. 
Visits to the schools, to the Jarge prison, the 
distribution of books and tracts, and frequent 
interesting intercourse with leading members 
of different religious bodies not connected with 
Rome, occupied a large portion of the time spent 
in Florence. 

Leaving that city, we went to Lucca and at- 
tended a meeting there with an interesting 
little company of working-men; their Vaudois 
pastor interpreting ; and at the conclusion, they 
requested him to express their thankfulness for 
the visit, and that they hoped what had been 
said would be long remembortd. We then re- 
turned to Pisa, and were at a meeting there, 
when the same pastor again acted ably as in- 
terpreter. The following evening we had a 
meeting with the “ Brethren” there—one of the 
congregation, Dr. Giglioli, interpreting ; and, at 
the conclusion, the pastor at considerable length 
expressed his concurrence with what had been 
spoken amongst them. 

We next proceeded to Carrara. Here we 
found a large company of persons, employed 
chiefly in the marble works, who had been gath- 
ered together a few months before, with whom 
we had a very interesting and favored meeting. 
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An Englishman engaged in the marble trade 
kindly interpreted on the occasion. We have 
since learned that, notwithstanding attempts 
made by the priests to terrify them, a much 
larger room has been engaged and filled to 
overflowing. 

Our next meeting was at Lerici, a small port 
on the Gulf of Spezia, with a small company, and, 
in the evenitg of the same day, we met a still 
smaller one at the house of the pastor at Sarza- 
na, who acts as colporteur ; at both of which C. 
Fox interpreted into French, and the pastor from 
French into Italian. There had been a larger 
company at Sarzana; but the priests had suc- 
ceeded in producing popular excitement against 
them, attended with personal violence, and for 
the present they meet under great discourage- 
ment. We were interested in finding the wife 
of the pastor engaged in imparting biblical in- 
struction to a small class of children on the 
First-day morning. The following evening we 
were much interested in attending a meeting 
at Arcola, a village on thessummit of a hill in- 
accessible by carriages; it was composed chiefly 
of serious-looking men of the working-class. 
At Spezia we met a small company at the house 
of the pastor. Here again the great opposition 
of the Romish priests seems to have deterred 
many from continuing openly to avow their 


convictions. 
(To be concluded.) 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





PHILADELPHIA, NINTH MONTH 30, 1865. ~ 


Iowa YxeARLY MeEETING.—Attentive corre- 
spondents have enabled us to give the following 
account of this meeting :— 

A meeting for worship was held at 11 o'clock 
on Fourth day, the 6th inst. The meeting for dis- 
cipline convened at 11 o’clock on Fifth day, in 
the new brick meeting. house, although it is not 
yet finished, about one-third of a mile from Oska- 
loosa. The representatives from the Quarterly 
Meetings were all present except three. 

A committee was appointed to consider the 
requests of persons not in membership who 
desire the privilege of sitting in the Yearly 
Meeting. 

The certificates of ministers in attendance 
were received, as follows:—J. B. Braithwaite 
and Joseph Crosfield, of London Yearly Meet- 
ing; John Cartland, of New England Yearly 
Meeting; Elizabeth L. Comstock, Hannah S. 
Fry and Lewis Bedell, of New York Yearly 
Meeting; Mary B. Pinkham, Mary Elliott and 
Joseph Hobson, of Ohio Yearly Meeting; Enos 
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G. Pray, Thomas Jay, Luke Woodward, Joseph 
Moore, Eunice Winslow and Eliza Butler, of 
Indiana Yearly Meeting ; and Samuel Lloyd, of 
Western Yearly Meeting. 

The London General Epistle was read, and 
two thousand copies were ordered printed for 
distribution among our members. 

Epistles were also read from the Yearly 
Meetings of London, Dublin, New England, 
New York, Ohio, Indiana and Western ; those 
of North Carolina and Baltimore not yet having 
reached us. The reading of these Epistles 
elicited a lively expression of comfort and grati- 
tude for the assurances of Christian sympathy 
and solicitude for Friends of our new Yearly 
Meeting. We renewedly felt the preciousness 
of this annual correspondence, and were re- 
minded of the blessed words, “One is your 
master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.” 

The subject of the proposed Yearly Meeting 
in Canada was brought before the meeting by 
the Epistle from New York, and, after weighty 
consideration, the proposition was fully united 
with. 

An Epistle from London Yearly Meeting to 
Friends, and those bearing the name of Friends, 
in North America, expressing the sympathy and 
solicitude felt for us during our civil war, was 
read. Thankfulness was expressed for the 
comfort it brought, and three thousand copies 
were ordered printed for distribution. 


Sixth-day, 9th mo. 8th.—The Representatives 
reported the names of Willet Dorlond for Clerk 
and Barclay Hinchman and Eleazer Andrews 
for Assistants, who were united with and ap- 
pointed. Requests were received for the es- 
tablishment of the following named Quarterly 
Meetings ; Honey Creek within the limits of 
Bangor Quarter; Bear Creek within the limits 
of South River, and Lynn Grove within the 
limits of Oskaloosa. The requests were all 
granted, and committees were appointed to at- 
tend the openings of the several proposed 
meetings. These will make the number of 
Quarterly Meetings in lowa Yearly Meeting, fen. 

A proposition was made to change the time 
of holding our Yearly Meeting. The subject 
in all its bearings was referred for considera- 
tion to a Committee to report to a future sit- 
ting. 

By reports from the Quarterly Meetings it 


appeared that there were within their limits 
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1659 families and parts of families, and nearly 
7000 members. 

Seventh day's sitting was occupied in the 
consideration of the state of Society. Many 
precious testimonies were borne by ministers in 
attendance. 

The meeting was introduced into a lively 
concern on account of the manifest deficiencies 
amongst us, and especially on account of the 
neglect of the devotional reading of the Scrip- 
tures in families, as shown by the answers to 
the 3d annual query. A large Committee was 
appointed to visit the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, as way opens, to labor for the help 
and growth of Friends and for the removal of 
the various deficiencies. 

First-day.—Meetings for worship were held 
at the meeting house and in the City Hall in 
the village of Oskaloosa at 10 o’clock, and both 
in the house and out of doors at 3 P. M. 

Second-day, 9th mo. 11th.—The Meeting 
convened at 10 o'clock. 

The Committee on First-day Scripture Schools 
made a report which showed a satisfactory pro- 
gress and condition of our Scripture Schools.* 

The Committee on Education made a satis- 
factory report. 

At 12 o’clock the meeting adjourned for one 
hour. 

The Trustees of White’s lowa Manual Labor 
Institute made an extended report, and a Com- 
mittee was appointed to propose the name of a 
Friend for Trustee in place of Aquila H. Picker- 
ing, whose term expires, and one in place of Wil- 
let Dorland, who has removed from the neighbor- 
hood ; also to propose the names of three Friends 
for an advisory Committee, to examine the acts of 
the Trustees, as they so requested in their report. 


* The following minute was adopted by the Com- 
mittee :— 

“The subject of a First-day School paper was in- 
troduced. Much interest was manifested in the 
Morning Dew, and the following minute was united 
with: We earnestly recommend to the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings Committees, also to Superintend- 
ents and Teachers of First-day Scripture Schools 
the circulation of the Morning Dew, and direct that 
Monthly Meetings Committees have a care that an 
efficient agent in each neighborhood solicit and for- 
ward subscriptions. We appoint the following 


Friends, to assure the publisher that we trust that 
our support, with the renewed efforts of Friends in 
other Yearly Meetings, will justify its continued pub- 
lication, and that said Committee suggest to him 
any changes or improvements that will increase the 
circulation, to wit:—Isaac T. Gibson, George B. 
White, John Tomlinson and Willet Dorland.” 





The Committee appointed last year on the re- 
vision of the Discipline now made report of 


their readiness to submit the result of their 
labors. 


The meeting having proceeded in joint 
session of men and women with the reading 
and consideration of the Declaration of Faith, 
after a free discussion it was referred back to 
the Committee for revision. 

Third-day —The meeting convened in joint 
session and proceeded with the consideration of 
the Discipline to the article on Prayer, and ad- 
journed for recess—after which proceeded as 
far as the Queries. 

Fourth-day—The meeting again assembled 
in joint session, and read an Epistle of advice 
prepared by the meeting of Ministers and Elders, 
addressed to our members, and particularly to 
those who feel called to the ministry. It was 
very satisfactory. 

The meeting then ‘proceeded with ‘reading 
the Discipline to the article on Ministers and 
Elders—and took one hour recess. 

The subject of opening a High School for the 
accommodation of our youth, and a proposition 
to allow the use of the lower room of the Meet- 
ing-house, were considered, and a committee 
was appointed to bring forward names for a com- 
mittee to have the care of said school, if way 
should open to establish it without expense to 
the Yearly Meeting. 

The Executive Committee for Relief of 
Freedmen made report. The labors of the com- 
mittee were accepted, and Isaac T. Gibson and 
Lindley M. Hoag were added to it. Pro- 
ceeded with reading the Discipline. 


Fifth-day—An Epistle from Baltimore 

Yearly Meeting was now read to edification. 

The Central Book and Tract Committee 
made report of their labors, which showed in- 
creased interest in that department of Christian 
labor. The Yearly Meeting’s Treasurer was di- 
rected to pay $100 to aid their labors. 

The Committee on High School proposed 
names for Committee to open the same. 

Having proceeded to the conclusion of read- 
ing the proposed Discipline, it was adopted, 
after various alterations and amendments, and 
3000 copies were directed to be printed. 

For want of time the reading of the minutes 
of the Meeting for Sufferings was deferred to 
next Yearly Meeting. 
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Essays of Epistles to other Yearly Meetings 
were read and adopted. 

Much thankfulness was felt and expressed for 
the condescension and Christian love manifested 
during the consideration of the Discipline and 
the transaction of the business of the church, 
and the meeting then concluded. 


asain 

CHRISTIAN LABOR IN ForEIian LANDs.— 
The following “ Editorial remarks,” copied from 
the London Friend, form a fitting supplement 
to the account which we have published of the 
meeting at Ackworth on Foreign Missions, and 
also the Address on the same subject inserted 
in our present number :— 

“Tt will be seen that our present number 
contaios an unusual proportion of matter bear- 


ing on the evangelization of the heathen world. 
Promivent among these communications is the 
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formable to our principles, would prove so costly 
an affair, that the movement would, we fear, 
have to be limited to an exceedingly narrow 
range. On the other hand, it may be thought 
that the wide difference in some of our views 
from those of other professors is in favor of 
separate action ; and that it would be difficult or 
impossible to act an auxiliary part without sub- 
mitting to compromises which we should all dep- 
recate. We believe, however, that the latter 
conclusion is by no means inevitable. One great 
good, indeed, which we should hope to derive 
from a Friends’ Association, would be the selec- 
tion by its committee of such operations from 
among those carried on by the existing Mission- 
ary Societies, as our members could, with per- 
fect consistency, and with the greatest advan- 
tage, support. 

“The details of such operations, and the 
causes for hope or svlicitude which would be 
certain to arise from time to time in the course 
of them, would tend, if generally made known, 


Address issued by the Friends who met in Lon- | to keep up and increase the interest of Friends 
don, and more recently at Ackworth, to delib-| in the subject ; nor ought the intercourse, which 
erate on the subject. Judging from the charac-| such a system would necessarily promote be- 
ter of those whose names appear, as, in some | tween the more earnest and influential members 


sense, the leaders in this movement, we have 
little fear that it will be allowed to terminate in 
the preparation and issue of any address, how- 
ever excellent in matter or judicious in lan- 
guage. It is doubtless desired to stimulate 
Friends generally, first toan earnest and prayer- 
ful consideration of their responsibility in the 
matter, and then, as way opens, to consistent 
and effective action. We cannot suppose that 
any suggestions which we may here offer will 
be novel to those who have long had the sub- 
ject before them; yet we incline to pen a re- 
mark or two, if only to show that we regard the 
present movement with feelings of real interest. 
The considerations which should lead us to more 
energetic action than has been evinced by 
Friends during the last century and a half of; 
this Society’s existence, are so well stated in| 
the Address and other documents that we need 
not here reproduce them. It remains for us to | 
glance at the question as to what shape the ac-| 
tion of Friends may best assume, especially in 
its earliest stage. 

‘When we look at the smallness of our present | 
numbers, not rising to 17,000 in the whole of 
the United Kingdom, and when we reflect on | 
the somewhat isolated position, as regards other 
religious bodies, which we occupy by virtue of 
our distinguishing views, the question naturally 
arises whether our service in the mission field 
would more fittingly be of a separate or of an 
auxiliary character. The smallness of our num- 
bers, and, consequently, of our resources, seems 
to point clearly to the latter. Every mission 
conducted solely by Friends, or by those under 
them who could be depended on, and would en- 
gage to carry on the work in a way strictly con- 


of other religious bodies and of our own, to be 
detrimental to either. On the contrary, the 
character of efficient helpers, which their sub- 
stantial aid would confer on Friends, would be 
almost certain to give them an influence which 
might often be desirably exercised for the ad- 
vancement of principles—especially that of peace 
—which are specially dear to our Society. It 
must be obvious, too, that the visits of our min- 
isters, who are from time to time liberated to go 
abroad on religious service, would be all the 
more welcomed and made way for under the 
uniting feeling that they were helpers in a com- 
mon cause. 

“Tt may indeed be said, in objection to such 


lan organization as we have spoken of, that it is 


quite open even now for any Friend to contrib- 
ute what he likes to whatever object he chooses 
among those pursued by missionary societies. 
But though some of our members may be able 
to appropriate the languaye of our late gifted 
friend Samuel Tuke, in a discussion on the sub- 
ject in 1823, that ‘he did not want Friends to 
point out a way or plan for him; he could find 
sufficient openings, which he was free to em- 
brace, for all he had it in his power to give,’ we 
believe that, to the many, the information and 
the earnestness, the light and the warmth, 
which union in a good cause is calculated 
to give, would be found to be far indeed from 
useless. 

“We have now accomplished our purpose, 
briefly to state what had presented itself to us 
as the most feasible and ready mode of initiating 
the action of Friends generally on behalf of the 
heathen. We have written with diffidence, and 
we trust with no other desire than that, what 
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ever course is adopted, it may be that which 
shall most largely conduce to the advancement 
of the kingdom of Christ.” 


At the request of a valued friend, we cheer- 
fully give place to the following communication: 


Tue Provipent Lire And Trust CoMPANY 
OF PHILADELPHIA.—T his Institution is incor- ' 
porated by the State of Pennsylvania, has a 
capital of $150,000, and is under the manage- 
ment of Friends, whose well-known character 
entitles them to entire confidence. 


Its objects are to grant Annuities, to receive | 


and execute Trusts, to perform the duties of 
Executorship to the estates of decedents, and to 


secure to the wives, children or other represen- | 


tatives of persons paying a prescribed annual 
premium, a specified sum of money on the de- 
cease of the payer. 


An Institution similar in some of its features | 


has long been in existence among Friends in 
England; and has been productive of great 
benefit to thousands. Many widows and orphans, 
whose husbands and fathers had wisely taken 


REVIEW. 75 





to Mary OC. Harxyess, daughter of Richard and 
Deborah R. Harkness, of Adrian. 

Diep, on the 16th of Ninth month, 1865, at her 
residence at Union Springs, N. Y., Anna THomas, 


| aged 57 years, daughter of the late David Thomas. 


, on the 14th of Eighth month, 1865, neur 
Salem, Uhio, Hannan M., wife of Jonathan Stanley, 
in the 48th year of her age; a highly esteemed Elder 
of Salem Monthly Meeting, leaving the comforting 
hope that her end was peace. 


——, suddenly, on the 6th of Ninth month, 1865, 
Wituiam Henry, son of Albert and Elizabeth M. 
French, in the 25th year of his age; a member of 
Salem Monthly Meeting, Ohio. 

His health had been quite delicate for several 
years, and a short time before his death he expressed 
his feelings to his relatives in language similar to 
this:—“I cannot tell you how happy it made me 
feel when my Saviour showed me that my sins were 
forgiven; and if I were taken, I would be saved.” 
His last words were, “I’m going to my God. Fare- 
well.” 








, on the 11th of Eighth month, 1865, in Mt. 
Pleasant, Obio, after a short and severe illness, Rs- 
Becca B, wife of David B. Updegraff, in the 35th 
year of her age; a member of Short Creek Monthly 
Meeting. 

Though the summons was unexpected, and she 


this measure to secure to them the payment of ; had much to render life attractive, yet when no hope 
such sum of money, and who would otherwise } of her recovery remained, she alone was calm amid 
have been left almost penniless, when deprived | the weeping circle, saying she “had no works of 





by death of the support earned by the head of 


the family; on the occurrence of this event, | 


have found themselves entitled to an amount 
not only sufficient for present relief, but, in 


many instances, furnishing capital for engaging | 


in a supporting business, or, when placed at in- 
terest, yielding an income which was a most im- 
portant help in their maintenance. 

The annual payment required to procure this 
desirable result, is not so large as to be burden- 
some, and in many instances it may be saved by 
curtailing some needless expenditures in living 
or for personal gratification. 

Elderly persons, the income of whose small 
property is not sufficient to maintain them, may 
often add greatly to their comfort, in the even- 
ing of life, by buying an annuity; the regular 
payment of which is secured by the ample funds 
of the company. 

The useful and desirable objects of the In- 
stitution commend themselves to the notice and 
careful consideration of Friends ; they are fully 
set forth in a pamphlet published by the com- 
pany, which may be procured from the agent, 
free of charge, at No. 247 South Third street, 
Philadelphia. 


BALTIMORE AND NortH CAROLINA YEARLY 
Meetinos.—The former meeting will com- 
mence on Second day, the 23d of Tenth month, 


and the latter on Second day, the 6th of Elev- 
enth month. 





sient cutie 
Marriep, on the 17th of Eighth month, 1865, at 
Friends’ Meeting at Adrian, Michigan, Vincent 


| Monthly Meeting, Iowa. 


Woop, son of Joseph and Angelina Wood, of Rollin, | 


righteousness to lean upon for salvation ; her entire 
trust was in her Saviour, and on him she could 
rely with perfect confidence.” In the trinmphant 
language of faith she exclaimed, with her latest 
breath, “ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” “‘ Thanks be 
to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

, on the 26th of Eighth month, 1865, Eva, 
daughter of Richard and Melissa D. Gregory, aged 
11 months and 15 days; a member of Richland 





—- 9 
BOOKS IN THE WEST. 

The attention of Friends in the West is called to 
the following list of Books for sale by Nicholson & 
Bro., Booksellers and Stationers, Richmond, Ind. 

Fox's Journal. Barclay’s Apology. Sewel’s His- 
tory. Memoirs of Stephen Grellet, John Yeardley, 
Richard Reynolds, William and Nathan Hunt, Eliza- 
beth T. King, T. Fowell Buxton, Priscilla Gurney. 


| Life of William Allen, Joseph John Gurney, Eliza- 


beth Fry, Jobn Conran, William and Alice Ellis, 
Riehard Jordan. Gurney’s Essays. Gurney’s Ob- 
servations. Gurney’s Lectures. Gurney’s Hymns. 
Gurney’s Thoughts on Habit and Discipline. Chris- 
tian Instruction, by S. Corder. Allinson’s Lectures. 
Upham’s Life of Faith. Upham’s Interior Life. 
Mother’s Scripture Question Book. Discipline of 
London Yearly Meeting. The Sure Foundation. 
Burke’s Character of Penn. Bible Dictionary. Ne- 
vin’s Biblical Antiquities. The Mine Explored. 
Coleman’s Historical Text-Book of Biblical Geogra- 
phy. Clarke’s, Barnes’, Bush's, Jacobus’ and Longe’s 
Commentaries upon the Holy Scriptures. 

Nicholson & Bro. also keep constantly on hand 
the publications of the American Tract Society and 
of the American Sunday School Union, and a large 
stock of Miscellaneous and Juvenile Books. 





The duties of the Law were & burthen and a 
yoke; but those of the Gospel are privileges 
and advantages.— Owen. 
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For Friends’ Review. 

COLLECTED HINTS FOR FIRST-DAY TEACHERS. 
No I. 

A posthumous work of George Mogridge, 
better known as “Old Humphrey,” was re- 
cently published in England, but has not, I be- 
lieve, been reprinted in this country. It con- 
tains much counsel and many illustrations for 
Sabbath schools, and I propose to extract from 
it, for the satisfaction and instruction of those 
for whom these collections are made. 

He rightly considers that “ one of the most 
important things that a Sabbath school teacher 
can possess, is a clear view of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.” 

‘Four travellers, not very well acquainted 
with the cross road they were journeying, be- 
gan to look out for a finger-post. Soon after 
this, one of them cried out, ‘1 believe I see 
one yonder in the distance.’ ‘I believe that I 
can see it, too, about half a mile off,’ rejoined 
another. ‘And I am almost certain that I can 
see it,’ added the third, ‘it stands up higher 
than the hedges.’ 

‘Well, well,’ said the fourth, ‘you may 
be right or you may be wrong, but we had 
better make the best of our way to it, for while 
we keep at such a distance, whether it be a 
finger-post or not, it will be of little use to us.’ 

Now I want you all to draw near to the 
Saviour of sinners, and not be satisfied with 
‘thinking,’ or ‘ believing,’ or being ‘almost 
certain’ “that He is your Redeemer. I want 
you to see Him as your Saviour as distinctly as 
you can see the sun in the skies. 

_ Does the thought ever strike you that what 

you teach your scholars, they in course of time 
may teach to others; and that some of the 
very words you utter, may thus be handed 
down to the end of time, with all their apathy 
or all their zeal—with all their severity, or 
with all their love—with all their weakness, 
or with all their power? 

A father giving advice to his son, said, 
‘ Let your objects be high and holy, and then 
the High and Holy One will give you strength 
and grace to attain them 

A young woman who was accustomed at har- 
vest time to go out gleaning in the fields, 
one day determined to doa double portion of 
labor. This determination gave her such 
spirits and strength as to enable her to accom- 
plish her object. ‘Ay,’ said she when looking 
at the amount of her gleaning, ‘ we none of 
us can tell what we can do till we set about 
it; when the heart works as well as the hands, 
we can do wonders.’ 

‘Sunday-schools would be glorious things,’ 
said a warm-hearted, ardent friend, ‘if they 
were properly conducted. I would have no 
Sunday-school teachers but men of decided 
piety, parts, and experience ; men capable of 
——’ ‘Stop’ said I, ‘stop. If we cannot se- 
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cure all we want, let us at least be thankful 
for what we have.’ ‘This team of horses of 
mine,’ said a farmer, ‘is not exactly the team [ 
wish to have.’ ‘Perhaps not,’ replied the one 
he accosted, ‘ but it is the tedm that is doing 
you a deal of work, and you will act wisely to 
take care of it, and to set store by it, till you 
get a better.’ 

If there be one teacher who is cast down by 
the consciousness that his talents are of a low 
order, that one I would especially encourage. 
Cheer up, young friend, for you altogether mis- 
take your case. If you were conscious that you 
were very clever, I should have my fears ; but 
as it is, I hope everything from your humility. 
Bear in mind-that in the parable of the talents 
he who had five talents was not commended 
because he had them, but because he put them 
to a good use; and he who had but one talent, 
was not condemned on that account, but be- 
cause he made no use of it whatever. Up, 
then, and be doing with a good courage, for 
whatever you want, the gracious Bestower of 
every good and perfect gift can abundantly 
supply. 

A youthful farmer, who had made up his 
mind to plant an orchard of young trees, put 
it off for a time, but before the time came he 
was laid on a bed of sickness, and never after 
was able to follow out his plan. Another 
young farmer, who had formed the same de- 
sign, put it in execution at once. Both of 
them lived to be old men—the one lamenting 
his lost opportunity, the other rejoicing in the 
fruitful trees his hand had planted.” N. Y. 


+ 40m 


CHRISTIAN LABOR IN FOREIGN LANDS. 


At an adjourned meeting held at Devonshire 
House, London, on the 3lst of Fifth month, 
1865, to consider the work of communicating 
the knowledge of the Gospel among the heathen 
and others in foreign lands, the following min- 
ute was made :— 

Under some sense of the duty devolving 
upon us as members of a Christian body, to 
communicate the knowledge of the Gospel in 
foreign lands, and with prayerful desires for Di- 
vine guidance, the following Friends are ap- 
pointed as a Provisional Committee for the pur- 
pose of gaining and giving information on the 
subject, and taking such steps as may seem right 
for increasing the interest of the Society of 
Friends in the subject, and leading to further 
effort. 

Isaac Brown, Ackworth; Edward Brewin, 
Leicester; William Brewin, Cirencester; Wil- 
liam Beck, London ; Robert Charleton, Bristol ; 
George Dymond, Birmingham ; Joseph Storrs 
Fry, Bristol ; D. Alexander Fox, Birkenhead ; 
Charles Fox, Falmouth; Thomas W. Fisher, 
Dublin; Jonathan Grubb, Sudbury; G. 8 
Gibson, Saffron Walden ; Henry Hipsley, York; 
Charles Horsnaill, Canterbury ; Russell Jeffrey, 
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in any way to interfere with duties which 
properly devolve upon the Meeting for 
Sufferings, or other bodies sanctioned by our 
rules of discipline. They wish to act in per- 
fect harmony with the expressed judgment of 
the Yearly Meeting, and in thorough accord- 
ance with the principles which it acknowledges. 

They think, as did the Yearly Meeting of 
1861, that, in order to carry into efficient ac- 
tion our concern for the heathen, some external 
arrangements beyond those now in existence 
are desirable ; but they wish in the first place 
to briag the whole subject more prominently 
before the Society, trusting that if the minds of 
any of our members should be drawn towards 
service of this nature, nothing may be lost for 
want of such arrangements.* 

Experience has proved that in the successfal 
carrying out of this work, a lengthened resi- 
dence at the scene of labor is, as a rule, neces- 
sary. In several instances many years have 
passed before any result has appeared. Chris- 
tianity must be manifested in the life as well as 
by preaching before its full power is felt. 
Much time may also have to be devoted to the 
acquisition of the language, to the circulation of 
the Scriptures, to the translating of books, to 
the establishment and management of schools, 
and to a great variety of other necessary occu- 

ations. 

Persons thus engaged must often be depend- 
ent for support upon the liberality of their 
friends at home. Nor would the rendering of 
such assistance be at all at variance either with 
our principles or our ordinary practice. Noth- 
ing can be needed for the conversion and in- 
struction of the heathen at variance with the 
spirit of the Gospel itself. 

A firm trust in the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, and in the help He affords to those who 
seek for it, is absolutely necessary for the 
comfort and strength of those who go out to 
preach Christ crucified. A watchful care 
against formalism, a strict jealousy on behalf of 
truth, heartfelt sincerity in acts of worship, and 
a simple confidence in the living God rather 
than in swords or rifles, we shall find equally 
practicable and effective, both at home and 
abroad. 
ate gyeseneerdhnontanpenepeespiapemennemnesiseenancameyghintupeeispahess 

*“ On considering how far we can, as a Society, 
aid the work by giving additional facilities to those 
who, under the preparing hand and constraining 
love of Christ, may be called to labor in foreign 
lands, some external arrangements appear to be de- 
sirable. This service is not, we believe, by any 
means confined to ministers of the Gospel. Preach- 
ing the Word is but one part of what we are to un- 
derstand by missionary labor. Schoolmasters and 
Scripture Readers, combining with their more speci- 
fied duties religious teaching and conversation, as 
well as instruction in the arts of civilized life, would 
also find an important place. To well-qualified 
Friends offering for these engagements, this Meeting 
would extend its sympathy and encouragement.” — 
(Address of 1861.) 








Cheltenham ; Caleb R. Kemp, Lewes: William 
8. Lean, London ; John Morland, jr., Croydon ; 
A. J. Naish, Birmingham ; Josiah Newman, 
Leominster: Henry Newman, Leominster; H. 
S. Newman, Leominster ; George Palmer, Read- 
ing ; Edward Pearson, Manchester; E. Pum- 
phrey, Hooknorton ; 8. Pumphrey, jr., Ciren- 
cester; T. Pumphrey, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; E. R. 
Ransome, Wandsworth ; Isaac Sharp, Middles 
bro’; Joseph S. Sewell, Hitchia; James 
Thompson, Kendal; F. J. Thompson, Bridge- 
water ; George Thomas, Bristol ; Joseph Thorp, 
Halifax ; Frederic Wheeler, Rochester; Abra- 
ham Wallis, Ipswich. 

At a subsequent meeting of this committee 
held at Ackworth, on the 4th of Seventh month, 
1865, it was resolved to issue the following ad- 
dress to Friends :— 

The claims of the heathen in foreign lands 
have, on several occasions, obtained the atten- 
tion of the Society of Friends. An address is- 
sued by the Yearly Meeting in 1861, and the 
following paragraph from the Book of Disci- 
pline (page 38, 8vo. ed.) clearly express this 
concern :—“ The deplorable condition of the 
heathen and the degraded circumstances under 
which they are living, have been felt at this 
time, as well as in former years, to be truly af- 
fecting. And although no way appears toopen 
for our adopting any specific measure, in order 
to communicate to them the knowledge of the 
truths of the Gospel, we earnestly recommend 
their benighted condition to the frequent re- 
membrance and Christian sympathy of all our 
members. There are various means of diffus- 
ing a knowledge of Christianity among them 
which in no degree compromise our religious 
principles. The Holy Scriptures abundantly 
testify how offensive in the Divine sight are 
the abominations of idolatry, and we desire 
that all may stand open to tue intimations of 
the Heavenly Shepherd, and follow the lead- 
ings of His Spirit into such service as He may 
be pleased to appoint to them individually.” 

Several circumstances, among which may be 
enumerated an earnest letter from our late 
friend George Richardson in 1859, the visits of 
a few of our members in the service of the 
Gospel to India, Iceland, Greenland, and Italy, 
and an appeal especially directed to our own 
body, asking for assistance in the cause of edu- 
cation in Madagascar, have served during the 
last few years to awaken amongst usan increased 
interest in this work. It was with much 
thoughtfulness and with earnest prayers for 
Divine guidance and assistance, that a Pro- 
visional Committee was appointed last Fifth 
month to gain and give information on the sub- 
ject, and to consider whether this increased in- 
terest might not wisely result in more definite 
action. 

The committee thus appointed would as- 
sure their friends that they have no desire 
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If we look at the resources of various kinds|yet the spirit of this injunction, as of many 


at our command, greater, perhaps, in proportion 
to the service we are rendering, than those of 
many others, and then mark how little we are 
individually devoting ourselves to our Saviour, 
in obedience to his parting charge, “Go ye, 
and teach all nations ;” “ Preach the Gospel 
to every creature ;” it can hardly fail to raise 
in our minds very humiliating reflections. And 
though a deep sense of shortcoming in this re- 
spect is no sufficient warrant for our at once 
rushing into active service, as if to atone for 
past neglect, it is at least one step towards a bet- 
ter state of things ; and it may be necessary for 
us more generally thus to humble ourselves be- 
fore the Lord, ere we shall be able to make much 
further progress. 

The committee have no wish to excite any 
to hasty or unauthorized action. They would 
have all look to their Lord and Master for di- 
rection as to the place and character of the ser- 
vice required of them, as well as for the ability 
to perform it. Yet they venture to point to 
India, Italy, and Madagascar, as calling loudly 
at the present time for help in different ways 
from British Christians, and the last two, espe- 
cially, as offering, in the opinion of many, 
an open dour to members of the Society of 
Friends. 

Some may possibly object, “ Why point to 
fields of labor abroad when so much needs to be 
done at home, when indeed within our own 
borders we are so sadly in need of more labor- 
ers?” The experience, however, of other relig- 
ious bodies, and the history of the Christian 
church from its very foundation, leads to the 
conclusion that the departure of a few to serve 
their Lord in distant places, would not have 
the effect of lessening the number of efficient 
workers at home. These instances of devoted- 
ness serve to stimulate to fresh exertion in 
every direction. The words of Solomon are 
true as regards societies no less than individ- 
uals, and they have often been verified amongst 
us, “ There is that scattereth and yet increaseth, 
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty.” 

The committee would affectionately invite 
the co-operation of all who have at heart the 
welfare of the heathen. Those who are well 
informed as to what is passing in foreign lands 
can do much service by seeking opportunities 
for imparting their knowledge to others. It 
might be well for most of us to use greater dil- 
igence in availing ourselves of the abundant 
means at our command for gaining such infor- 
mation. 

We may help too by our sympathy. An in- 
spired writer enjoins us to “remember them 
that are in bonds as bound with them, and 
them which suffer adversity as being yourselves 
also in the body,” and though he may specially 
refer to outward bonds, and temporal adversity, 


others contained in Scripture, loudly calls upon 
those who have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, who have been turned from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, to 
let their sympathies flow freely forth to those, 
whether in our own or other countries, who are 
yet in bondage to sin and are enduring the 
miseries which it entails. 

It is, therefore, our duty to pray for such, and 
thus the feeblest of us may render real help. 
Let us also be willing diligently to inform our- 
selves respecting their condition. This will 
tend to keep our sympathies awake and give 
life and earnestness to our prayers. And sym- 
pathy and prayer when mghtly exercised 
rarely fail to lead to future action. 

But if we would fill our right place as 
Christ’s servants, do we not need adeeper work 
in our own hearts? Qh that we more realized 
the value of immortal souls and the power of 
redeeming grace! Oh for more true love to 
Him who gave himself for us; a love that 
would lead us to fullow him cheerfully whatever 
sacrifice it involved. We have regeived much ; 
what are we rendering in return’ Let usseek 
to prostrate ourselves in deeper humility before 
the Lord, confessing with a contrite heart our 
many shortcomings, and perhaps in His mercy 
he may yet condescend to honor us by calling 
more of us to labor in fields that are even now 
white urto the harvest. ‘ Pray, ye, therefore, 
the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest.” 

Signed in and on behalf of the Committee, 

Henry Stantey Newman, Secretary. 


*.* Communications for the Provisional Com- 
mittee may be addressed to the Secretary, H. 
8S. Newman, Broad Street, Leominster. 

——_~ ~0e 
WAITINY FOR CHRIST. 
We wait tor Thee, all-giorious One! 
We look for Thine appearing ; 
We bear Thy name, anu un the throne 
We see by presence cheering. 
Faith even now 
Uplitts its brow, 
And sees the Lord descending, 
And with Him bliss unending. 


We wait for Thee through days forlorn, 
In patient self-denial ; 
We know that Lhou our guilt hast borne 
Upon Thy cross of triai. 
And well may we 
Submit with Thee 
To bear the cross, aad love it, 
Until Thy hand remove it. 


We wait for Thee; already Thou 
Hast all our hearts’ submission ; 
And though the spirit sees Thee now, 

We long for open vision ; 
When ours shall be 
Sweet rest with Thee, 

And pure, unfading pleasure, 

And life in endless measure. 











FRIENDS’ 


————_—_—_-_<__ew 


We wait for Thee with certain hope— 
The time will soon be over: 
With childlike longing we look up 
Thy glory to discover. 
O bliss! to share 
Thy triumph there, 
When home, with joy and singing, 
The Lord his saints is bringing. 
From the German of Hiller. 





Wherefore the matter is plain, there is such 
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that 4,663,585 peasants are still under engagements 
to work for the land owners, and that 5,412,432 are 
either entirely free from any obligations to their 
ancieut masters or shortly will be so. Of these, 
2,849,307 are now freeholders ; and of the remainder, 
2,402,024 possess land under contract through the 
intervention of the government, and 447,283 without 
such intervention. 

A letter from the U. S. Consul at Smyrna, to the 
State Department, dated the 19th ult., reported the 
ravages of cholera there as alarming, and the mor- 
tality increasing, A Constantinople correspondent 


a thing as an effectual overpowering communi-|of the New York Tribune, writing on the 23d ult., 
cation of the Holy Ghost for the manifesting of | estimated the number of deaths in that city in fifty 


the love of God, of great necessity and import- 
ance to Christians, that may be had, and ought 
to be diligently sought after—John Howe, 
A. M. 


————> 8 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreian Inre.iicgence.—Liverpool dates are to 
the 10th inst. 

Considerable attention has been lately excited in 
England by proceedings in Ireland, attributed to the 
‘ Fenian Brotherhood,” an organization, having for 
its avowed object the achievement of Irish indepen- 
dence, which has been in existence in the United 
States for some time, and branches of which are 
said to have been recently established in Ireland. 
In some parts of that island it is reported that large 
bodies of men have been meeting, at night or in 
rather secluded places, drilling in military move- 
ments, and that arms, &c., have been collected, as 
if in preparation for an insurrection. The govern- 
ment appears to attach sufficient importance to 
these movements to induce it to increase its mili- 
tary force in some places, and to order some gun- 


days, at 50,000, and asserted that for some days in 
the early part of the month, they amounted to 3,000 
per day. The publisbed official reports fell very far 
short of these numbers, bat he declared those re- 
ports to have been falsified to prevent a general and 
uncontrollable panic ; the official returns made to 
the Grand Vizier, showing a much larger number 
than those published More than 100,000 persons 
besides fled from the city. The American mission- 
aries devoted themselves to the care of the sick 
| among the poorer classes, and were remarkably suc- 
cessful in their treatment. 


Centrat America.—The authorities of San Salva- 
dor recently held a summary court-martial on Ex- 
President Barrios, as a revolutionist, and condemned 
him to be shot. The sentence was announced to 
| him at 11 o’clock at night, and was carried into ef- 
| fect at 4 o’clock the next morning. This execu- 
| tion is said to have caused general dissatisfaction 
| throughout Central America. 1t was stated at the 
| time when he was surrendered by the government of 
Nicaragua to that of San Salvador, that it was done 

on condition that his life should be spared. 


Mexico.—Official dispatches from President Juarez 





boats and two ships of war to be stationed off the} declare that he has no intention of leaving the coun- 
west coast. Some arrests have teen made. try, as has been reported to be his purpose, or of 

The French Minister of Agriculture had addressed | #bandoning the contest ; but that he is vigorously 
& report to the Emperor on the cattle plague, and | OTganizing forces to fight the imperialists. His con- 
the Emperor had issued a decree prohibiting the | dition, however, appears very discouraging. 
introduction, or passage through France, of cattle} The Panama Star states that as soon as informa- 
from England, Holland or Belgium. tion of the destruction of American whalers by the 

It is reported that Earl Russell in his reply to the rebel vessel Shenandoah reached Acapulco, the 
Austrian communication relative to the recent treaty | COmmander of an English war steamer lying there 
between Austria and Prussia, expressed satisfaction | informed the captain of the U. S. steamer Saranac 
that the solution arrived at is only provisional and , that he should immediately set sail in pursuit of the 
transitory in its character. Much dissatisfaction | Shenandoah, and should treat the rebel cruiser as a 
with the arrangement is expressed both in Germany Pirate, and endeavor to capture it wherever it might 
and France. A meeting composed of part of the be found. He departed accordiagly, as soon as his 
deputies of the Holstein Chambers, was lately held | Ship could be got under way. 


at Kiel, at which it was resolved to send a memorial Domestic.—The New Orleans Delta states that 
to the Federal Diet, containing a protest in defence the President has appointed J. Madison Wells Pro- 
of the ancient rights of the country, and against the | yisional Governor of Louisiana, giving him the same 
division of the Duchies. ; authority as that vested in other Provisional Gov- 
Later accounts of the great fire in Constantinople ' ernors. Gov. Wells has issued a proclamation for 
state that 2800 buildings were destroyed, and more} an election for members of Congress and State offi- 
than 22,000 persons rendered houseless, some of | cers, to take place on the 6th of Eleventh month. 
whom escaped with but little clothing. Most of the The Alabama Convention has passed an ordinance 
buildings consumed were composed mainly of wood, authorizing the Provisional Governor to order an 
and the supply of water and other means of contend- | election for members of Congress, and providing for 
ing with the fire were very insufficient. It was sup-| an election for members of the Legislature and other 
posed that a great loss of life bad occurred, but in! State officers; one ratifying all the laws passed by 
the excitement and confusion the facts had not been | the Legislature during the war, which are not incon- 


ascertained. sistent with the Constitution of the United States; 

J. F. Encke, the German astronomer from whom a ; and by a vote of 89 yeas to 3 nays, an ordinance 
small comet derived its name, and who for forty | abolishing slavery. This amendment erases from 
years was director of the Royal Observatory at. the Constitution all provisions relating to slavery, 
Berlin, and Sir William R. Hamilton, Astronomer | and makes it the duty of the Legislature, at its next 
‘oyal of Ireand since 1827, are both recently de-| session, to pass laws to protect the persons and prop- 
ceased, the former at the age of 75, the latter of 60. | erty of freedmen, and guard against any evils which 

From a return of the condition of the Russian | may arise from their sudden emancipation. It also 
peasants, just published at St. Petersburg, it appears adopted resolutions requesting the Provisional Goy- 
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ernor to call out the militia in each county imme- 


diately, to repress the disorder and lawlessness which 
exist in many counties. The statement that the 
Convention had refused to repudiate the rebel State 
debt is denied. 

The message of Gov. Perry of South Carolina to 
the State Convention, has been published. He ad- 
vises a recognition of the destruction of slavery by 
the authority of the United States, on the ground that 
the oath taken by members to support the emarci- 
pation proclamations and laws, requires them in 
good faith to abolish slavery in their new Constitu- 
tion; that the anti-slavery amendment to the national 
Constitution will probably be adopted by the requi- 
site vote; and that South Carolina cannot be re- 
stored to the Union and regain her civil rightson any 
other terms. He recommends a “ wise, just and 
humane treatment” of the freedmen, and says that 
legislation will be necessary to regulate the relative 
duties of employers and employed. He suggests 
several changes in the State Constitution, to make it 
more republican, such as equalizing the Masis of 
representation in the State Senate, giving the elec- 
tion of Governor and Presidential Electors to the 
people instead of the Legislature, &c. He opposes 
granting the right of suffrage to the freedmen, which 
he says would give undue influence to men of wealth 
and large landed possessions, who might control the 
votes of the freedmen employed by them, and cites 
the exclusion of colored people from voting, in some 
of the Northern States, in excuse or justification ; 
although he thinks that in fixing the basis of repre- 
sentation the freedmen should be counted to some 
extent, and suggests three-fifths, as in the former 
Federal basis of representation in Congress. He 
urges a cheerful and faithful ce-operation with the 
President's policy of reconstruction, and says that 


his own course as Governor has been approved by 


the President. The Convention is composed of 
about one hundred members. At one of its early 
sittings, resolutions expressing discontent with the 
measures of the government were offered, but the 
convention laid them on the table, and refused per- 
mission to print them, only five votes being given in 
their favor. 

The principal business portion of the city of Au- 
gusta, Me., comprising more than 40 buildings, oc- 
cupied as places of business by more than 100 indi- 
viduals and forms, was destroyed by fire on the 17th 
inst. 

Gov. Hamilton of Texas, has directed that the 
present organization of judicial districts and the 
terms of holding court in that State shall continue ; 
that all negroes must be put on an equality with 
white men in respect to the punishment of crime, 
and when they are tried on indictments heretofore 
presented, and found guilty, the judgment of the 
courts will be the same as if the defendant were a 
white person. 

Mail communication by stage-coaches has been 
established between Savannah and Charleston, and 
mail facilities between the former and the interior 
are quite a8 good as before the rebellion. The 
Georgia Central railroad has obtained fiom the 
gover: ment sufficient iron and rolling stock to equip 
the road throughout its entire length from Savannah 
to Macon. 

It is said that owing to the scarcity of laborers on 
the “eastern shore” of Maryland, the planters are 
making an effort to secure the services of several 
hundred families of freedmen, and have applied to 
the Freedmen’s Bureau for its assistance in the 
matter. 

The trial of H. Wirz, the Andersonville jailor, is 
still in progressat Washington. A large amount of 
testimony has been presented, and the case for the 
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prosecution was informally closed on the 234, re- 


serving the right to examine witnesses who may be 
found touching new matter, and to offer some docu- 
mentary evidence connecting the Richmond author- 
ities with the Andersonville prison. The counsel 
for Wirz, then asked an adjournment for a little more 
than a week, to prepare the defence, but was granted 
only untilthe 26th. The prisoner’s strength is 
much prosffated, and he has been quite ill. 

The Canadian authorities have paid to the banks 
of St. Albans, Vt., $39,512, in gold, and $30,000 in 
bank notes, pursuant to an act of the Canadian 
Parliament, oa account of the amount de sited 
with those authorities upon the arrest of tlic vel 
robbers of that town. 

The Freedmen’s Bureau ba: ~eceived an important 
report from Col. Thomas, Assistant Commissioner for 
Louisiana and Mississippi. This report, he says, is 
not complete, owing to the fact that part of the 
records of Mississippi have been destroyed, and the 
citizens a reluctant to give the missing infor- 
mation abokt property held by the Bureau. He states 
that 115 plantations have been leased in Louisiana, 
57 by white and 58 by colored men ; and 136 in Mis- 
sissippi, 113 by whites and 23 by blacks. The lands 
leased to whites in these two States amount to 52,800 
acres, and to blacks to 13,400. Nearly half of the 
land leased to whites was abandoned owing to the 
overflow of the Mississippi. Most of this land be- 
longs to citizens who will receive it back next year. 
Great efforts are being used by returning citizens of 
all classes to regain their property. None has been 
libelled for confiscation, and the commissioner has 
made no attempt to distrioute land in small lots to 
the negroes, as he knew it would meet with strong 
opposition. [t would require a military force to pru- 
tect the freedmen duriag the term of their lease. 
Che proposed organization of the State militia, Col. 
T. says, bas created a greater panic #mong the freed- 
men, and will do more to disturb their relations 
with the whites, than any thing else which has yet 
been done; and if carried out, he does not believe 
that they will remain quiet laborers in the cott), 
fields. He fears collisions and a disturbed state ot 
society as the result. At present, he hears of but 
little trouble between freedmen and their employers. 
A report from the chief medical officer of the Bureau 
in Georgia shows that the freedmen in Augusta not 
only support themselves, but in addition have erected 
a hospital, now containing about 40 patients ; an in- 
firmary for women, and a substantial barrack for the 
accommodation of those passing through iu search of 
employment, and freedmen driven from their homes 
by their late masters. They also employ a physician 
to visit the hospital, and a colored doctress to attend 
to the infirmary. A physician recently sent by Gen. 
Howard to inspect the sanitary condition of the 
freedmen in North Carolina, reports that he has in- 
spected their camps at Newbern, Roanoke Island and 
Beaufort. Two settlements near Newbern have 
7500 inhabitants, of whom 2100 receive rations from 
the government. At Roanoke Island, about 3500 
are congregated, of whom 2300 receive rations, 
1500 of these being under 14 years of age. Near 
Beaufort are two settlements, with from 300 to 500 
inhabitants. He says that most of the freedmen are 
living in comfortable log houses, and the unem- 
ployed minority are rapidly attaining self-supporting 
employment. 

The State law of Mississippi making no provision 
for the education of colored people, those of Vicks- 
burg have in a public meeting consented to assess 
upon themselves a fund for the support of schools in 
that city, and Col. Thomas has appointed a school 
committee to collect and properly disburse the funds 
thus raised. , 





